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READER. 


[| Should be glad to ſee any account of 
God's dealings with man, which 
might rectiſy all our errors with con- 
vincing evidence, and ſcatter our dark- 
neſs like a rifing ſun. But in the mean 
time, let us bear with one another, re- 
. membring it is the prerogative of the 
great God only, to pierce through all 
his own infinite ſchemes with an uner- 
ring eye, to ſurround them with an all- 
comprehenſive view, to graſp them all 
In one fingle ſurvey, and lo ſpread a re- 
gonciling light over all their immenſe 
varieties, Man muſt yet grapple with 
difficulties in this duſhy twilight; but 
God in his time will irradiate the earth 
more plentifully with his light and 
truth. Then darkneſs and contentions 


ſpall fly away for ever ! Amen! 
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3 NO U 
CONSIDERATIONS, &e. 


KLEIN HAT there is a general fuſhciency ot 
1 pardon, grace, and happine's provided 
tor all mankind thro” Jeſus Chriſt, which 
NA it is left to themſelves to accept or ſetuſe, 
may, I think, be proved by the tollow- 

ing conſiderations : 


** 


I. It is very hard to vindicate the Sizcerity of the 
bleſſed God, or his Son, in their univerſal ofirs of 
race and ſalvation to men, and their ſending mini— 
ers with ſuch meſſages and invitations to accept of 
mercy, if there be not ſuch a conditional pardon and 
ſalvation provided tor them. 

His miniſters indeed, as they know not the event of 
things, may be lincere in offering ſalvation to all per- 
ſons, according to their general commiſſion, Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the goſpel to every creature. 
But how can God or Chriſt be ſincere in ſending them 
with this commiſſion, to offer this grace to all men, 
if God has never provided ſuch grace for any but the 


Elect, no, not ſo much as conditionally ? 


*Tis hard to ſuppoſe, that the Great God, who is 
Truth itſelf, and faithful in all his dealings, ſhould 
call upon dying men to truſt in a Saviour for eternal 
life, when this Saviour has not eternal life intruſted 
with him, to give them if they do as he requires? 
Tis hard to conceive, how the great Governor of the 
world can be fincere, in inviting ſinners, who are on 
the brink of hell, to caſt themſelves upon an empty 
word of invitation, a mere ſhadow and — 
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of ſupport, if there be nothing real to bear them up 
from thoſe deeps of deſtruction, nothing but mere 
words and empty invitations. Can we think that the 
righteous and holy God would encourage his mini- 
ſters, to call them to lean and reſt the weight of their 
immortal concerns upon a goſpel, a covenant of 
grace, a Mediator, and his merit and righteouſneſs ; 
all which are a mere nothing with regard to them, 
a heap of empty names, an unſupporting void, which 
cannot uphold them? When our blefled Redeemer 
charges the Fexws with aggravated guilt for refuſing his 
grace, can we ſuppoſe, he had no grace in his hand 
to offer them? Or when he, as it were, configns them 
over to death, becauſe {ſays he,) je tviil not come unto 
me, that ye may hawe life; can we ſuppoſe, he has no 
eternal life, not ſo much as a conditional grant of it 
in his hands for them ? 

To avoid theſe hard and abſurd conſequences of 
the calls of grace and offers of ſalvation, where none is 
really provided, ſome roundly aſſert, There are zo calls 
of grace, no offers of ſalvation at all in the <vord of 
God to any but the El:f. But this runs counter to a 
great many plain ſcriptures, wherein pardon and ſal- 
vation are propoſed to all finners whatſoever, without 
any regard whether they are choſen of God or not, 
And it is the defign and voice of the whole current 
of ſcripture, to call finners to repentance by pro- 
miſes of mercy, and to inforce that which /a:ah 
ſpeaks, (chap. Ixv. 6, 7.) Scek ye the Lord while he 
may be found: Call ye upon him awhile he is near. Let 
the abicted forſake his way, and the unrigliteous man his 
thoughts ; lit him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. | 


II. It is very hard to defend the S/zcerizy of the 
Spirit of God, in awakening the conſciences of thoſe 
perſons who are not elected, [as appears from this, 
that they live and die in their fins] and ſtirring them 
up to think of receiving the ſalvation of Chriſt upon 
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the terms of the coſpel, if there be no ſuch falva” 
tion provided for them to receive upon any terms* 
It is hard to ſuppoſe he ſhould excite the conſciences 
of ſuch fianers in any deyree, to any repentings for 
fin, and bring them near to the kingdom of heaven, 
in the beginuings of conviction, it there was no par- 
don provided in any ſenſe tor thoſe who are not cho- 
ſen, whether they repent or no. It is hard to {up- 
poſe he ſhould give them any, even the weakelt exci- 
tations, to truſt in the merit of a Saviour, if that 
merit has obtained no ſalraticn for thein, not fo much 
as conditional, 

Shall it be ever faid, that God the Father and his 
Son and Spirit, have done each their parts to encou- 
rage and excite non-elect ſinners to accept of, aud 
truſt in the goſpel for ſalvation, when there is not 
ſo much as the leaſt falration, even in a conditional 
ſenſe, provided tor them to accept of ? 


III. It is cqually d' ſhcult to vindicate the Zquzizyot 
God, as the Zzuiye of all men, in condemning un- 
believers for not accepting the offers of pardon, if no 
pardon was prov:ded tor them; and in puniſhing them 
eternally for not reiting on the merit of Chritl, and 
receiving his ſalvation, if there was no ſuch merit 
for them to reſt upon, nor any ſuch falvation for 
them to receive. Surely it will appear in that day, 
that the condemnation of ſinners, and their eternal 
miſery, was merely the fruit of their refuſing to re- 
ceive the grace of God provided for them, and offered 
to them, and not of any want of ſufticient proviſion 
made for them, by him who calls them to receive it. 
The language of Chriſt, in his miniſtry to ſinners, 
is, Come to the feaſt of the goſpel, for all things are 
ready. This is the Condemnation, that when light came 
into the world, they loved darkneſs rather than light. 
Men are exprefly condemned, hecauſe they avorld not 
come unto Chriſt, that they might have life. And (as 
the Apoſtle John often repreſents) therefore % die 
iu Heir. fins, And ſurely the Lord Jeſus would never 
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be ſent in flaming fire to take vengeance on them that 
obey not the goſpel, if there was no ſufficient pro- 
N made, whereby they might be enabled to 
obey it! 

N will render this conſideration much more forci- 
ble, when we obſerve, that there is a much ſeverer 
condemnation to thoſe, who have heard of this goſ- 
| pel, and not embraced it, in proportion to the light 
8 - wherein it was ſet before them. It ſhall be / toler- 

able for thoſe who refuſed the goſpel that Chriſt 

preached, than for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 

judgment. So their having it thus propoſed, makes 
| their caſe much worſe, than if it had never been pro- 
| | poſed to them, And can we think that the righteous 
Judge of the world will ſend forth words of grace 
and falvation, when there is no real grace or ſalva- 
tion in thoſe words, on purpoſe to make his crea- 
tures ſo much the more miſerable ? *Tis very hard 
indeed to vindicate the righteouſneſs of the ſentence, 
of their double condemnation for refuſing pardon and q 
ſalvation, if there was not any pardon nor any fal- | 
vation provided for them! f FT 
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IV. The word of God, by the general commands, 
promiſes, and threatnings, given to all men what- 
toever, and often repeated therein, repreſents man- 
kind as in a ſtate of trial, and in the way to eternal | 
rewards or puniſhments, according to their behaviour | 
in this life. Now it is very hard to ſuppoſe, all this | 
ſhould be no real and juſt repreſentation, but a mere 
amuſement : *Tis hard to ſuppoſe, that all theſe pro- | 
poſals of mercy, and diſplays of the gracious deal- | 

F 
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ings of God, ſhould be an empty ſhow with regard to 
all the millions of mankind, beſides the few that are | 
choſen to happineſs. *Tis hard to ſuppoſe that they af 
ſhould be ſo fixed in a wretched, hopeleſs, and deplo- | 
rable ſtate, under the firſt ſin of the firſt man, as to 
be utterly irrecoverable from the ruins of it: Yea, as 
unalterably loſt, as the very devils are, for whom there 
was no Say:our provided, and whom God has not 
: treated 
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treated in this way of precept, promiſe, and threat- 
ning. Is there not a plain difference made in ſerip- 
ture, between e angels who ſinned, whom God ſpared 
not, but caft them down from heaven, under chains of 
darkneſs, until the judgment of the great day; and man- 
kind who ſinned, to whom God giveth time and ſpace 
for repentance, means of grace, offers of pardon, 
conditional promiſes of ſalvation, with a command 
to all men to accept it? What can maniteſt the bleſ- 
ſed God to be upon terms of mercy with them, if 
this does not ? 


V. This ſeems to be a fair and eaſy way, to an- 
ſwer thoſe texts of ſcripture, which repreſent God 
as (a) the Saviour of all men, eſpecially of them that be- 
lieve; and aſſert that (5) God calls and commands ail 
meu, every evhere, to repent. That (c) Chrift taſted 
death for every man: That (d) he gave himpelf a ran- 
ſom for all men, to be teflified in due time: That (e) he 
died for all: That (/) he gave himſelf to be the _ 
tiation for the fins of the «whole world : That {g) the Fa- 
ther ſent the Son to be the Saviour of the <vorld : That 
(hb) Got fo lowed the æuorlil, that he ſent his Son, not to 
condemn the wworld, but that thro' him the cvorid might 
be ſaved, and that whoſoever bel:eveth in him, ſhould 
not perijh, but have everlaſting life. 

Be it granted, that there are other texts which 
aſſert, that there is a ſpecial number whom the Father 
choſe and gave to the Son, whoſe ſalvation is abſo- 
lutely ſecured, by the death and interceſſion of Chriſt, 
But why ſhou'd this hinder our interpreting the fore- 
going in a more general ſenſe ? Why ſhould we affect 
to limit that grace of God, which God himſelf ex- 
pre ſles in an unlimited manner? The allowing /e ab- 
ſolute ſalvation of the Eleft, by the 3 and 

eath 


(a) 1 Tim. iv. 10. (6) Acts xvii. 30. (c) Heb. 
iii. 9. (4) 1 Tim, ii. 6. (e) 2 Cor. v. 14. (#) 
1 John ii. 2. (g) Ch. iv, 14. () John iii. 16. 
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death of Chriſt on the one hand, and the conditional 
Salvation provided for all mankind, and oftered.to them 
in the golpel, on the other, thro” the all- luſhcient 
value of the fame righteouſneſs and death, is a fair, 
natural, and eaty way of reconciling theſe different 
texts of ſcriptures, without any ſtrain or torture put 
upon any of them, 

Apreeable to this are Mr. Caluiu's own words, on 
Matt, xxvi. v. 8. This is my blood of the New Teſta- 
ment, which was ſhed for nav, for the remiſſion of ſins, 
Sub mutorum nomine non partem mundi tantuin de- 
4 fignat, fed to humarium genus, Under the name 
© of many, he iv Bites bot a part of the world only, 
& but all mankind.” And in many other parts ot his 
bogey (particularly in his comment on Nom. v. 18. 

1 John ii. 2. 2 Pet, ii. 1.) he clearly expreſſes the 
faine ſentiment, viz, That Chriſt died for All. 

T think it is clear from theſe conlicerations, That 
thoſe who are not 41 /olutely elefled to eternal ſalvation, 
yet are not predet linared to eternal miiery, by any 
abſolute decree of reprobation, Nor are they lef7 in the 
itate of fallen angels or devils, tor whom no Saviour 
is app iuted. But there is a conditional ſalvation 
provided tor al! men, and thro? the merits of Chriſt 
oitcred to them in the goſpel. 

'Thedotti-ne of Abſolute Reprobation ſtands in ſuch 
a direct contiad ction to all our notions of kindnets 
and love to others, in which the bleſſed God is ſet 
forth as our example, that we cannot tell how to re- 
ceive it, Yer, if it were never ſo true, and never fo 
plainly revealed in ſcripture, it would only be a doc- 
txine which might require our ent /ubmiſſion to it, 
with awful reverence of the majeity of the great God. 
But it is by no means a doctrine in which we could or 
ſhould rejoice and glory, or take pleaſure in it, becauſe 
it has ſo dreadful an aſpect on far the greateſt part of 
our fellow. creatures. Nor do I think the blefied God 
would require us, fo far to diveſt ourlelves of huma- 
nity, as to take a ſecret ſatisfaction in the abſolute 


and eternal appointment of ſuch numbers of our 5 
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dred fleſh and blood, to everlaſting perdition. Much 
leſs ſhould we make this awful and terrible article 
a matter of our public boaſt and triumph, (even if 
we could prove it to be revealed) but rather mourn 
for its | 

And ſince ſo many ſcriptures aſſert, that Chrif lived 
and died as a common Mediator of mankind, (tho 
with a peculiar regard to the Elect) methinks this doc- 
trine of the extenſive goodneſs of God, is a much 
more dt ſitable opinion, and ſhould be more chear fully 
received by us, as it is ſo agreeable to our charity to 
all men, and fo neceſſary tor vindicating the juſtice; 
goodneſs, and fincerity of the bleſſed God, in his 
tranſactions with mankind. 

When therefore I hear men talk of the doctrine 
of Reprobation, with a ſpecial guit and reliſh, as a 
favourite doctrine, I cannot but ſuſpect their good 
temper, and doubt, whether they love their neigh- 
bour as themſelves, The caſe is very different, when 
ſaints are ſaid in ſcripture, To rejoice in the public 
judgments of God, upon the Autichriſtian ſtate, or 
upon the wicked oppreflors, and incorrigible ſinners 
of the world, For that is the effect of God's equity 
and righteouſneſs, as a wiſe and faithful Governor, 
But this would be an inſtance merely of his dreadful 
ſovereignty, and hardly confiſtent with goodneſs. 

I would aſk leave alſo to enquire, What great ad- 
vantages can be derived to religion, by endeavouring 
to limit the extent of the death of Chriſt, and conſe- 
quently to take away all manner of hopes, and en- 
deavours, and prayers, from thoſe who are ſuppoſed 
not to be elected? Does the doctrine of particular 
Election obtain any farther confirmation by it? By no 
means, Whatever becomes of the reſt of mankind, 
their ſalvation 1s ſecured, Does the goodneſs and 
ſpecial grace of God acquire any honour by this li- 
mitation ? No certainly. Divine grace 1s the fame 
toward the Ele, whether others are faved or ot: 
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Are the Elect any way diſcouraged by it? Not in the 
leaſt, But by the contrary doctrine, many perſons who 
are awakened to a ſenſe of tin, and are ſeeking after 
Chriſt for ſalvation, may be terribly diſcouraged from 
receiving his offers of grace, when they are taught to 
doubt whether there be any grace provided for them, 
and whether Jeſus be appointed to act as heir Saviour. 
It may be a means to drive ſome poor ſouls to de- 
ſpair, when they hear that unleſs they are elected, they 
may ſeek after ſalvation by Chriſt in vain, for there 
is none purchaied for them. And it may tempt them 
to begin at the wrong end, and ſeek to pry into the 
counſels of God, before they dare truſt in his grace, 
or ſubmit to the goſpel of Chriſt. 

Now if many inconveniences may ariſe from thus 
limiting the virtue of the blood of Chriſt, and if no 
valuable end or advantage to religion can be obtained 
by this narrow opinion: What ſhould make men fo 
zealous to get the greateſt part of the world utterly 
excluded from all hopes and all falvation ? 

The great objection againſt what I have ſaid, is 
this ; 

6 If there be only an outward /ufficiency of ſalvation 
provided for them who are not elected, or ſalvation 
on condition that they believe, but no zzward /uffi- 
ciency of grace to change their hearts, and enable them 
to believe, the event will be the ſame, as if no ſalva- 
tion were provided : fince they themſelves cannot 
believe, being by nature dead in fin. 

I anſwer, It is true, no ſinner can believe, but by 
the almighty power of God. And therefore ſuch are 
faid to be dead in ſin; and the neceſſity of a divine 
power, to raiſe them from this /þ:ritual death, is held 
forth in many places of ſcripture. Yet we muſt ſay 
ill, that ſinners are not under ſuch an impoſſibility of 
believing, as if they were naturally dead, For if they 
were, there would be no manner of need or uſe of 
any moral means or motives, ſuch as commands, pro- 

miſes, 
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miſes, threatnings, exhortations: Theſe would all 
be impertinent and abſurd, For they could have no 
more influence on ſinners, than if we commanded or 
exhorted a dead body to riſe or move; which com- 
mands and exhortations would appear ridiculous and 
uſeleſs. Since therefore the bleſſed God in his word 
does uſe theſe moral means and motives, to call finners 
to faith and repentance, it is certain, there is power 


ſufficient given them, to hear and obey the call: And 


that they are not under any wcceſſity of continuing in ſing 
and of being deſtroyed. 

With regard to faith, or believing in Chriſt, in par- 
ticular, our Saviour thus explains his own words. In 
one place he ſaith, No man can come unto me, except my 
Father drawv him. And in another place he charges the 
Fervs with this as their fault, Je will zot come unto me, 
that ye may have life. 

Let this then be conſtantly maintained, that there is 
not only an outward ſufficiency of falvation provided 
thro* the merits and death of Chriſt, for every one 
who repents and believes the goſpel ; but alſo that there 
is an inward ſufficiency of power given by God to 
every one, to hearken to the calls of God's grace, 
and by faith to receive that ſalvation, And thus 
much 1s ſufficient to maintain the ſincerity of God, 
in his univerſal offers of ſalvation thro' Chriſt, and 
his many commands to all men every where, to re- 
pent and believe the goſpel : As well as to vindicate 
his equity at the great day, in condemning the im- 
penitent and unbeliever. For ſince there was both an 
outward and inward ſufficiency tor their recovery, 


their death lies at their own door, being wholly 


owing to their wilful, obſtinate rejection of God and 
Chriſt, and his ſalvation. 

I have only this to add. If ſerious chriſtians are 
but deſirous to come as near each other as they can, 
if they are but willing to be reconciled to one ano» 
ther, as far as the preſent darkneſſes and 3 
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will allow: May they not heartily embrace one ano- 
ther notwithſtanding ſome difference in their ſenti- 
ments? Surely, the defire to do this, will take away 
A thouſand cavils and contentions, and a thouſand 
unchriſtian reproaches from the lips and pens of 


thoſe who profeſs to worſhip the ſame God, to believe 


in the ſame Saviour, to hope for the operations of 


the ſame bleſſed Spirit, and who deſire to aſcribe 
their falvation to the ſame grace of God, who is 
bleſſed for evermore ! Amen. | | 
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